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Weather: 


Possible Showers 


16c 


Two Slain In Gun Battle 
With Berrien Deputies! 


HAGAR PAIR WOUND TWO OFFICERS 


PERCY WRIGHT 
ROGER WRIGHT 


Father, Son Die In Shootout 


By SCOTT WILLIAMSON 


Staff Writer 


A Shootout early this morning 


at Lake Michigan Beach left a 
father and his son dead and two 
Berrien 
sheriff's deputies 


wounded. 


Dead are Percy R. Wright, 


39, and his 18-year-old son, 
Roger H. Wright. Roger Wright 
was dead on arrival at Benton 
Harbor Mercy hospital, while 


SHOT IN ARM: Deputy Sheriff Jimmie Coburn awaits 
treatment for bullet, wounds in arm. He and Deputy 
Abbott Taylor were wounded in midnight guj] battle at 


Lake Michigan beach house where they were at- 
tempting to serve a wan-ant. (Staff photo) 


Berrien Board Votes 
Property Tax Revolt 


It May Be Futile Gesture, However 


BYJEHRYKKIKGKK 


County-Farm Editor 


A lax revol't broke into the open Monday on the Berrien 


board of commissioners. 


By an II to 8 vote, the commissioners scrapped a new 


county equalization report that would boost property 
valuations an average of 2.49 per cent, including a 5.3 per 
cent hike for residential property and G.I per cent cut for 
commercial property. 


In its place, the board tentatively pegged property 


values for this year at the same levels as were used in 1971. 
It substituted last year's equalization report in place of 
the proposed new one. 


Both Equalization Sub-committee Chairman Edward 


Mattix and County Affairs Chairman Leslie Fischer 
warned that the State Tax commission would not stand 
still for going back to 1971 values. Mattix said the tax 
commission can force the county to spread the 2.'ID per 
cent average increase over all taxable property on a 
uniform basis. He added the increase amounts to ap- 
proximately $27 million in equalized values. 


Commissioners Kenneth Wendzel, a farmer and income 


lax practitioner, and R.J. Burkholz, a real estate agent, 
were apparent leaders of the revolt. 


Wendzel admitted the state tax commission likely will 


force the county to accept the increase, but the county 
action yesterday may help put pressure on the state to 
revise the criteria on which property valuations are set. 


"Thesystem imposed by the tax commission for setting 


values on property is completely wrong," Wendzel 
declared after the meeting. The main basis for assessing 
properly now, he said, is a relative handful of property 
sales each made in assessing unit. These few sale prices 


(See page 20, column 7) 


Percy Wright died five minutes 
after arrival at the hospital. 


The two svounded deputies 


are Abbott Taylor and Jimmie 
Coburn, 
both 
'32. 
Taylor 


sustained a gunshot wound to 
the right 
ring (ingcr, and 


Coburn 
received 
multiple 


wounds to the right forearm. 


Percy 
Wright 
died 
of 


multiple wounds to Ihe chest 
and back, 
and his son was 


killed 
when 
he 
received 


wounds to the temple, nose, and 
shoulder. 


Taylor and Coburn had gone 


to the Wright home lo serve 
Richard Manns with a non- 
support warrant. The 21-year- 
old Manns listed his address as 
general delivery, 
Riverside, 


but said he was a guest at the 
Wright home. 


Sheriff (Forrest) Nick Jewell 


said the shooting began when 
Percy Wright fired a pistol at 
deputies. 


The Wright home is a small 


house on Erie street, located in 
back of the Lake Michigan 
Beach fire department, East of 
US-33, nine miles north of 
Benton Harbor-St. Joseph. 


Police said Percy Wright had 


a history of arrests involving 
assault and weapons. 


Sheriff 
Jewell gave the 


following account: 


Early in the evening, Percy 


Wright called the sheriff's 
department to inform them 
that Manns was driving his 
(Percy's) car. He said he didn't 
want to be responsible for 
anything that might happen. 


At 
11 p.m. Manns 
was 


slopped by state police from 
the Benton Harbor post on US- 
:i3 in Hagar township 
and 


ticketed for driving without an 
operator's license. A check 
through 
LEIN (Law Enfor- 


cement Information Network) 
showed nothing on Manns, so 
he was released. 


Deputies, on overhearing the 


radio traffic from the state 
police, found that a warrant for 
non-support was being held by 
their department for Manns, 
and requested information on 
the direction Manns was head- 
ing. 


Taylor 
and 
Coburn 


proceeded after Manns, and 
located him at the Wright 
residence. They went into the 
home and told Manns to come 
with them as he was under 
arrest. 


At this point Percy Wright 


confronted the deputies with a 
revolver and told them they 
weren't 
taking 
Manns 


anywhere. 
However, Manns 


wa's led out of (he house and the 
deputies requested lhat more 
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officers be sent to (he scene. 


Deputy Jack Knulb and 


detectives 
Hou and 
Krecl 


Reeves arrived, and all five 
officers entered 
the bouse. 


They were again met by Percy 
Wright who was still holding 
the revolver. He was ordered lo 
put the gun down, at which 
point he fired the gun at Ihe 
deputies. No one was hit. 


Deputies again told him to 


put Ibc gun down, and then his 
son, Roger, entered the room 
with a rifle and racked it while 
pointing it at the deputies. 


Deputies opened 
fire at 


Roger Wright, and then Percy 
Wright tired his revolver, with 
bullets striking Taylor 
and 


Coburn. The deputies and 
detectives fired 
at Percy 


Wright, and at 12:04 a.m. 
Taylor radioed Ihc 
sheriff's 


department, saying "Get an 
ambulance out here quick." 


Confiscaled at the Wright 


home 
were 
a 
.:)H 
calibre 


revolver, a .12 gauge shotgun, 
and a 30-06 military rifle with 
an 18 inch bayonet affixed to it, 


Jewell said (he revolver was 


fired five times, the shotgun 
once, and the rifle not at all. 


The detective bureau at the 


sheriff's department said that 
sheriff's officers fired a total of 
11 shots. Four officers were 
inside the house firing, while 
Deputy Knulh remained out- 
side and did not fire a shot. H 
was not immediately determin- 
ed which shots hit the Wrights. 


Autopsies were being con- 


dueled 
this 
morning 
to 


determine how many limes the 
Wrights were shot and which of 
the wounds were lethal. 


Manns was being held at the 


county jail this morning on the 
non-support charge. Police said 
he did not take part in (he 
shooting. 
The 
nonsupport 


charge was filed by his ex-wife 
through the Department 
of 


Social Services. 


Deputies sam tnat rercy 


Wriglu was arrested in 19(19 and 
1971 for assault with a deadly 
weapon, 
and 
in 
19(19 
for 


carrying a concealed weapon. 
They also listed four driving 
under the influence of liquor 


violations. 


Koger 
Wright has 
been 


arrested ihrce limes for being 
drunk and disorderly and twice 


SOAKS 
WOUND: Deputy Sheriff 
Abbott Taylor 


sustained a mangled third finger on the right hand when 
hit by bullet during gun battle at Lake Michigan Beach. 
(Staff photo) 


KIIJ.KI) fi\ SHOOTOUT: Bodies of Percy R. Wright, 39, and his son, Roger H. Wright, 
18, lay at Mercy hospital after they were killed in Shootout with Berrien sheriff's of- 
ficers. (Staff photo) 


Millage Asked To Run Parks 


RVJ.BURKHOLZ 
KENNETH WEND/EI, 


Lead Berrien hoard's tax revolt 


BY BRANDON BROWN 


. 
Staff Writer 


Berrien county voters will be 


asked lo vote on four-tenths of 
a mill tax for 
10 years to 


acquire, develop and operate 
parks and recreation facilities 
in Ihecounly, The county board 
of 
commissioners 
voted 


Monday to put the proposal on 
the November ballot. 


Also during the March 


meeting of Ihe board yester- 
day, the commissioners were 
put on notice that major 
ex- 


penditures are in the offing for 
improvements the Stale Health 
department is demanding for 
Berrien General hospital. 


The 
hoard 
voted 


unanimously to put the parks 
and recreation fax up lo the 
voters, at the recommendation 
of the county parks and 


recreation 
commissioner. 


County Development Com- 
mittee Chairman Harry Nye 
said such a tax would raise 
about $300,000 a year and 
enable the county to take ad- 
vantage of considerable state 
and federal 
money 
that is 


available 
for 
parks 
and 


recreation programs, Without 
the local contribution nothing 
can be achieved, he said, in (his 


field. 


Commissioner 
F.dward 


Mallix, head of Ihe board's 
social services committee, said 
the county hospital cannot 
generate the revenue thai will 
bo required to make major 
improvements in physical 
facilities at the Berrien Center 
institution. He reported the 
state is extending the hospital 
license for only six months and 


that something will have lo be 
done in that lime toward 
making the improvements 
required. A study is underway 
lo see what the cost of the 
improvement will be, he 
added. 


As chairman 
of another 


subcommitlee on equalization, 
Matlix also reported that local 
assessors in half 
of 
the 


assessing units in the county 


are not certified under a new 
state 
law. Unless 
these 


assessors pass Ihe examination 
required to win certification, 
the county tax equalization 
department or the state tax 
commission will have to lake 
over the assessing job on these 
units. 


The townships in which 


(See page 20, column 7) 
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Life Is So Complicated! 


U.S. Makes Progress 
Under Lady Bird's Law 


If Lyndon Johnson is remembered as 


the President who got us into the steaming 
;.swamps of Vietnam, his wife Lady Bird 
may make up for it to some extent on 
history's ledger. She could well be 
remembered as the First Lady who got us 
out of the billboard jungle. 


: 
The Highway Beautification Act of 19G5, 


adopted at Lady Bird's urging, hasn't 
wiped out all the billboards by any means. 
Thousands still stand—an ugly monument 
to our mobile society. 


Mile after mile of scenic beauty 


remains scarred or hidden by huge signs. 
However, a good deal of progress has 
been made in many states. And the 
federal government now appears serious 
about cracking down on states still 
violating the Act. 


States not in compliance with the 


federal law have.been notified by the 
Department of Transportation that they 
-must submit acceptable plans to control 
outdoor advertising by March 31 or face 
the loss of 10 per cent of their federal high- 
way funds. 


Michigan is one such state. It will lose 


$19.6 million , 10 per cent of what it would 
receive from the federal government for 
.highway, maintenance, unless 
the 


•Legislature adopts a compliance statute 
•by a week from this coming Friday. 
- The 
Highway Beautification 
Act 


Stipulates that most signs along interstate 
; highways and primary roads constructed 
;with federal aid must be place at least 660 
;feet away from 
the road in non- 


commercial areas. The act requires 
regulation of the size, spacing and lighting 
of signs in commercial or industrial 
areas. The federal government will pay 75 
per cent of the cost of removing signs 
erected before 1965. Despite these 
provisions there are now about 800,000 
billboards which violate these standards. 
Congress did not authorize funds to im- 
plement the program until December 
1970. The Federal Aid Highway Act of 1970 
authorized $97.5 million for fiscal years 
1971, 1972 and 1973. 


Twelve states, including Michigan, 


failed to pass satisfactory billboard 
control plans before the end of their 1971 
legislative sessions. States, like Michigan, 
whose legislatures are in session have 
time to pass new bills before the March 31 
deadline. 


Michigan's Legislature is working on a 


bill to meet the deadline. But there's a 
deadlock over how tough the bill should 
be. The House passed a tough bill. The 
Senate is considering a weaker version. 


One 
specific 
amendment 
some 


legislators want is a provision for local 
governments to pass stricter controls 
than the state's own controls. 


For those who prefer Michigan's 


natural beauty to mile-high gasoline 
standards, sun tan lotion billboards and 
neon hamburger signs, the law can't be 
too restrictive. 


And if enforcement is uniform, no 


vendor will be hurt by a competitive 
disadvantage. 


The Absent Black Male 


In 1965 the Moynihan Report asserted 


that family instability was a prime source 
of the manifold problems afflicting urban 
'blacks. It noted that nearly 40 per cent of 
all Negro households lacked a resident 
adult male. The following year, the 
Census Bureau estimated that its 1960 
tally of U.S. population had failed to count 
10.3 per cent of non-white males. The 
underlying implication, in both cases, was 
that thousands of black men and boys 
were willfully living in the shadows of 
Pedestrian 
Plight 


The pedestrian is rapidly becoming the 


forgotten man. Not only does he find it 
increasingly hard to get around down- 
town, but if he should feel the urge to walk 
down a country road he would do so, in 
most instances, at the risk of life and 
limb. 


Walking any distance greater than two 


blocks is regarded either as an amiable 
eccentricity or a waste of time. As far as 
young cyclists are concerned, they are 
often regarded as nuisances on the road. 


This is not because their actions are 


considered unpredictable, but because 
they are likely to interfere with speed and 
the impatient desire to get somewhere 
fast. 


It is indicative of the conditioning at- 


titudes have undergone in favor of the 
motor vehicle that both walkers and 
cyclists are often regarded as nuisances 
andare treated with disdain or contempt. 


Most doctors contend that if people 


walked more there would be fewer heart 
ailments. A walk of a mile or two to work, 
and the same distance back, might be 
regarded with horror by those who drive 
their cars a couple of blocks to the corner 
drug store to get a pack of cigarettes. 


Nevertheless, it is a healthful exercise 


much needed in these days to offset "car 
crouch." 


The voice of the pedestrian may be hard; 


'to hear above the noise of traffic, but it is 
important that it should be heard, because 
what it has to say makes a lot of sense. 
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society, to avoid the welfare case worker, 
perhaps. 


The truth may well be that all those 


supposedly furtive males were dead.' 
Jacquelyne J. Jackson, an associate 
professor at the Duke University Medical 
Center, makes a persuasive case in Ebony 
magazine for the argument that black 
males who disappear never do reappear. 


Dr. Jackson's analysis is based on 


census figures dating back to 1850. She 
points out that the ratio of black males to 
black females has fallen steadily since 
1920. In that year, there were 99.2 black 
males for every 100 females. By 1970 the 
proportion had dropped to 90.8. 


Startling as it is, that last figure un- 


derstates the shortage of black men. The 
number of black males and females is 
roughly equal in all age groups through 14 
years. Thereafter, the attrition of the 
black 
male 
population 
becomes 


, pronounced. There are only 84.3 black 
males per 100 females in the 25-34 age 
bracket, and only 82.9 in the 35-44 group. 


What accounts for this precipitous 


decline? "The answer to that question," 
Dr. Jackson writes, "is that black males 
generally die earlier than black females 
from heart and lung diseases, chronic 
alcoholism, automobile and industrial 
accidents, homicide and increasing 
suicides," as well as drug addiction. The 
availability of black males is further 
reduced, she adds, by those who are in 
prison, "those who are war casualties, 
those who enter interracial unions and 
those who prefer homosexual relation- 
ships exclusively." 


Violence is perhaps the leading cause of 


premature death in the black male 
population. Prof. Lee Robins of the 
Washington University (St. Louis) 
Medical School has written that, "For 
young Negro men (those between 25 and 
44), the homicide rate is over 12 times the 
white rate. If a Negro man is between 25 
and 44, his chances of being murdered are 
more than 80 in 100,000, or greater than 
the chances that a white man will die from 
the No. 1 cause of death among whites at 
the same age, accidents." 


Suicide also takes a heavy toll. In a book 


on the subject, Herbert Hendin reported 
that the suicide rate among black males 
between Ihe ages of 20 and 35 in New York 
City was twice as high as that for white 
males in the same age group. That may 
help to explain why New York's black 
male-lo-female ratio is 85.9. 


Fewer black men means fewer actual 


or potential husbands for black women. 
Thus, black females tend lo disapprove 
strongly of interracial dating and 
marriage, in which the usual pairing is 
black male-white female. "What's wrong 
with me?" a Life reporter quoted a black 
Minnesota coed as saying. "There aren't 
enough black men lo go around and he's 
messing with Charlie's daughter." 


The black matriarchal family, then, is 


largely a creature of necessity. Dr. 
Jackson believes it is lime to stop talking 
about matriarchy and begin instead to 
discuss programs "to improve the lives, 
opportunities, education and incomes of 
black women." 


^/e^^— 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


STUBBORN KIRK 


DOUSED IN SJ 
— 1 Year Ago — 


Fire sandwiched between 


false ceilings at Maxine's Bar 
;md Grill, 613 Pleasant street, 
St. Joseph, defied fire fighters 
for four hours veslerdav. 


Destroyed was the bar and 


restaurant and Andy Larsen's 
adjoining barber shop, 615 
Pleasant street. While no of- 
ficial estimate of the damage 
was made by fire department 
officials, it probably will be 
upwards of $30,000. There was 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


Editor, 
The Herald-Press. 


COLOMA CONTEST 


CRITICIZED 


From its beginning I feel (he 


Coloma 
Queen contest 
was 


poorly done. The girls were not 
given (lie get-acquainted coke 
party, 
lei alone 
the 
usual 


dinner, and it seems the $3 
donation made by all those who 
attended in the over-crowded 
auditorium could cover thai. 


The contest dragged on for 


3'. 2 hours, highlighted only by 
the CHS Varsity Singers. How 
the judges are chosen is as 
curious as how they do their 
choosing. 
I 
have 
always 


thought a queen contest judge 
should be a beautician, dance 
instructor or the like, none of 
the judges seemed qualified in 
that respect. There was .an au- 
dible gasp when severs! favor- 
ites were dropped in the first 
elimination. 
If they were 


judging on poise, voice, walk 
und appearance in street wear 
it was not evident. I sal near 
enough to one judge to see that 
not one notation was made 
during the presentation of girls 
in street wear or (he first time 
out in formals. There were to 
be 12 eliminated at the end of 
these first two presentations, 
which the MC announced at the 
end of .the presentations. The 
judge sat there and finally sent 
,1 page (o get instructions, The 
judge then looked through the 
program 
and 
eliminated 12 


from the pictures and names in 
it. 
What 
good 
was 
the 


presentation of Ihe girls on 
slage and the short talk each 
gave? If a mistake was made 
by the judges they should be 
adult enough to admit it (which 
has happened in other con- 
tests). 


I rnustsay at (his time I think 


Ihe new Miss Coloma is a lovely 
girl and will represent Coloma 
well, it's the poor organization 
and staging thai disgusted me 
and many others I have talked 
to after the "contest". 


With only four 
finalists 


chosen (here should have been 
a 1st, 2nd and 3rd runner-up to 
the queen. The 2nd runner-up 
was announced, then Ihe queen 
and finally the 1st, leaving the 
4th girl to stand there, can you 
imagine how she must have 
felt? 


Another irregularity 
was 


calling the parents of the four 
finalists backstage. It seems as 
though everyone wanted a part 


• in Ihe contest, in the many 
conlests 
I've attended I've 


never seen so many "extras" 
on stage for the 
crowning 


ceremonies. That lime should 
be the contestants and the 
former queen, notparcnls (who 
were probably embarrassed), 


commiltee, and a queen from 
Ihe '50's! 


I thank you for letting me 


voice my opinion, this has been 
hashed over a lot in our com- 
munity this week. 1 feel better 
for having written this, even 
though the girls who were 
eliminated by these well known 
but uninformed judges in Ihe 
early part of the contest won't 
forget for sometime. I hope to 
see some comment from the 
judges or committee regarding 
Ihe conlest. There must be a 
better way. 


Mrs, Wayne Hazen 


Rlc. 1, Box 516-A 


Coloma, Mich. 49038 


Kdifor, 
Ttie Herald-Press: 


AGAINST PORNOURAP1IY • 


This letter is writlen 
in 


connection with the letter 
received from Mr. Charles H. 
Kealfng', Jr., on 'Citizens for 
Decent Literature,' and I'd like 
lo voice my views, and say that 
I think they and he are right. 
Too much smut is willingly 
being put into publication. I 
pray to God that you get rid of 
all pornography, 
and be of 


great help. I am only one of 
many, 1 nope, who are voicing 
their opinions and I hope my 
letter has been 
worthwhile 


writing, 
Remember, 
God 


started this world decent, and 
it's up to us [o Iry and keep it 
that way. 


A housewife, 


Mrs. 
Nancy 
Harkey 


Iloule 
4, 
Box 
270-B 


Henton Harbor 


Kriitor, 
The Herald-Press. 


YOUNG BLACK 


IS PRAISED 
• ' 


Lasl March 16, around 9:45, I 


was checking oul my groceries 
al Family Foods. A gray haired 
older lady had fainted on the 
way out of the store. Her black 
carry out boy stayed with, her 
until she could get up. This 
same boy, and a gentleman, 
helped her to her daughter's 
car. The lady was grateful he 
had stayed with her and offered 
a hand when needed. 


Perhaps if a few more of 


these stories were told, we 
wouldn't be so afraid of each 
olher. 


fileanor Rushlow 


2105 Morion Street 


St. Joseph 


AUDUDON GUN STOLEN 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 


The shotgun once used by natu- 
ralist John J. Audubon to bag 
most of the birds he catalogued 
for more than 20years has boon 
stolen from' Ihe Academy of 
Natural Sciences. 


About U.S. Aims 


some smoke damage to nearby 
firms. 


f'AKEHIKE 
1SOKAYKD 


— 10 Years Ago — 


A nickel boost in Iwin cities 


busline fares is all but tinkling 
in the till as St. Joseph and 
Benton Harbor city com- 
missions hiked fares a nickel lo 
30 cents a ride. 


The Michigan Public Service 


commission has promised rush 
action on the boost so it can 
lake effect April 1, according 
lo P. H. Lovell, president of 
Twin Cities Motor Coach Lines, 
Inc. 


JAl'S DRIVEN 


. 
HACK IN BU.RMA 
— 30 Years Ago — 


A 
British 
detachment 


fighting on the Irrawaddy front 
in Burma has driven Ihe 
Japanese from Letpadan, on 
the Rangoon-Prome 
railway 


about 
20 miles 
north 
of 


Tharrawaddy, it was officially 
reported loday. 


Letpadan is an 
important 


junction point about 100 miles 
northeast of Ihe Irrawaddy 
delta port of Massein. The 
railway, from 
Rassein con- 


nected 
with the' Rangoon- 


Prome railroad at 
Letpadan. 


RETURN HOME 
— 40 Years Ago — 


Mrs. Charles Kerlikowske of 


Lincoln avenue, her daughter, 
Mrs. Lowell Brunke, and her 
sister, Mrs. Charles Schacfer of 
Ihis city, have returned from 
Los Angeles, Calif. They spent 
a monlh on Ihe west coast. 


HARD AT WORK 
— 3t) Years Ago — 


The Berrien 
county 
road 


commission has 
four snow 


plows 
oul working 
on 
[he 


county 
trunk line highways 


today in an effort to clean off 
the snow drifts lefl in Ihe wake 
of Sunday night's blizzard. 


CLUB MEETS 


, 
— GO Years Ago — 


A delightful meeting of the 


Log Cabin club was held al the 
T.L.•Wilkinson home on Lake 
Boulevard. Prizes at cards 
were won by Mr. C. E. Blake 
and Mrs. James R., Clarke. 


SOCIAL 


— fiO Years Ago — 


There will be a maple sugar 


social of the Good Templar 
lodge. 


WASHINGTON (NEA) — 


Japan's 
suspicions 
of 


American purposes in Asia 
have slipped beneath the 
surface, but Ihey may actually 
be stronger than in the days of 
that country's .more open 
clamor 
against 
President 


Nixon's China trip. 


It is not widely known, but 


Japanese Prime Minister Salo 
is unhappy over the trip for a 
very specific 
reason. He 


believes that, with respect to 
the controversial issue of 
Taiwan, President Nixon in the 
communique with China's Chou 
En-lai yielded more than he 
told Sato he would. 


The President promised in 


that document that U.S. troops 
stationed on Taiwan eventually 
would be withdrawn. The in- 
dication is lhat Sato, after 
talking with Nixon in January 
in California, did not expect 
anything so explicit. 


In the context of uncertainty 


established by Nixon in his 1971 
surprise announcement on 
China, Sato's view of the 
communique can only spell 
fresh trouble. 


The Japanese leaders are no 


longer talking so much about 
Ihe "Nixon shocks" of last 
year. But they don't believe 
they have the foggiest nolion 
what we really are up to. And 
their protective reaction is to 
fear the worst, and Ihink about 
charting some wholly new 


course for themselves. 


Whatever the gains from the 


China trip in the way of eased 
tensions and an improved mood 
for peace, more than a few 
foreign affairs specialists think 
it vastly inflated 
China's 


present world importance. 
They agree with the Japanese 
that Ihe whole 
Peking ex- 


Iravaganza 
puts 
Japan's 


Pacific and world role very 
much in doubt. 


If the President lias an ap- 


preciation of this, he has not yet 
moved • lo 
lessen Tokyo's 


smoldering fears. Probably we 
should not expect any light- 
ning-fast 
White 
H,ouse 


response, 
since 
Nixon's 


soothing January talk with Salo 
came a long six months after 
the shock of Ihe China visil was 
first felt in July, 1971. 


In the 
absence of fuller 


r e a s s u r a n c e s 
f r o m 


Washington, Japanese leaders < 
may be pushing their anger a 
bit further out of sight', but they 
are gravely weighing new 
foreign policy directions. 


The least plausible change is 


serious • accommodation with 
the Soviet Union. There may be 
a flirtation or two with Moscow, 
but it will be mostly for 
diplomatic 
effect. Not- 


withstanding the noise from 
Japan's militant left, little love 
is best between the Japanese 
and (he Russians. 


McCloskey Did 


The Right Thing 


HANOVER, N.H.—Hep. Paul 


N. McCloskey drew the correct 
conclusion when he withdrew 
from 
the Presidential race 


after receiving 20 per cent of 
the vote in N.H. His complaints 
about lack of money and his 
claim 
to have conveyed a 


message of some sort, to 
President Nixon are of no in- 
terest; for professionals know 
that any—repeat any—liberal 
can count on 20 per cent of the 
vote in the New Hampshire 
Republican primary. 


Consider 
1968. Richard 


Nixon, the front-runner, had 
been gathering momentum 
since the 1966 Congressional 
elections. He had always been 
very strong in New Hampshire. 
And, on Primary Day, he rolled 
in with 78 per cent of the 100,000 
votes cast. 


What happened to the rest? 


George Romney had pulled out 
before the voting, but his name 
remained on the ballot and 
2,000 people actually voted for 
him, giving him 2 per cent of 
the Republican vote. Nelson 
Rockefeller got 11,000 write-in 
votes (11 per cent), and, 
amazingly, Eugene McCarthy 
got 5,500 write-in votes in the 
Republican primary (5.5 per 
cent). That comes to 18.5 per 
cent, or pretty close to 20, even 
though 
Nixon was 
really 


running unopposed. 


This 
year, 
under 
new 


regulations, the 
independent 


voter 
could 
vote 
in 
the 


Republican 
primary if he 


wanted to do so. McCloskey's 
strategy was to add such in- 


"My running ior president is NOT an ego trip — I'm 
doing it because it beats going to the office every day!" 


dependent votes lo the normal 
20 per cent liberal vote, It 
didn't work. 


Liberal Republicanism in 


New Hampshire is actually a 
rather exotic flower. Hanover, 
location of Dartmoulh College,. 
is 
a 
cenler 
of 
liberal 


Republicanism, 
which con- 


stilules Ihe riglH wing of the 
communily. 
McCloskey beal 


Nixon 2-1 in Hanover, while 
McGovern was obliterating 
Muskie in the Democratic 
primary. Clearly, this is a sort 
of political Cloud-Cuckoo land, 
E l s e w h e r e 
l i b e r a l 


Republicanism 
flourishes in 


Durham, 
location 
of 
Ihe 


University of 
N.H., in Ihe 


posher suburbs and in the chic 
rcsorl areas. Thus, if hn can 
run against Nixon, even Harold 
Slassen could get 20 per cent in 
New Hampshire. These liberal' 
Republicans 
mostly 
vote 


Democratic in the November 
election. McCloskey sent no 
message lo Ihe While House. 


John Ashbrook didn't slarl 


any forest fires either, coming 
in with 11 per cent — and now 9 
per cent in Florida. Although 
his New Hampshire percentage 
was 
much 
lower 
than 


McCloskey's 
his failure was 


less conclusive. For one Ihing, 
lhat 11 per cent is composed of 
volers who normally 
vote 


Republican in November, and 
so to detach them from Nixon 
now — even temporarily — is 
potentially 
much 
more 


damaging. ' 


Ashbrook, of course, had rind 


slill has 
a 
very tactical 


problem in Ihese primaries. 
Mosl conservative Republican 
voters, as distinguished from 
conservative 
intellectuals, 


could not care less about 
Taiwan. 
The 
complicated 


defense issue is devilishly hard 
to dramatize. Talk 
about 


economics does not bring a 
crowd to its feet cheering. And 
thedifficulties are compounded 
by the 
fact 
that Agnew, 


Goldwater and Reagan have 
been loudly praising the Nixon 
Administration. 
Avalanche Kills 
19 On Mt. Fuji 


TOKYO (AP) — A blinding 


snowstorm and an avalanche 
took the lives of 19 Japanese 
climbers on Mt. Fuji Monday in 
Ihe wurst such disaster to hit 
the tourist 
atlraclion since 


World War II, police reported. 


Police said another six clim- 


bers were missing on Ihe 12,- 
377-foot mountain, Japan's 
highest. 
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New Regional Use Trend Takes 
Effect 


Twin Cities Harbor Sets Tonnage Record 


Efforts to establish the Twin 


Cities port as a more integral 
part of the total Southwestern 
Michigan community paid off 
last year in record-breaking 
tonnage. 


The 
construction 
and 


petroleum industries pulled a 
total of 623.97B tons of cargo 
into the port last year. The 
previous reported high was in 
1969, 
when 
109 
cargoes 


unloaded 603,104 tons. There 
were 100 cargoes unloaded last 
year. 


Richard Eastman, president 


and general manager- of St. 
Joseph-based Ireland & Lester 
Co., explained the new trend in 
port usage. Easlman said in 
past years, it was the practice 
for companies to ship in only 
what was needed for their own 
use. 


"We're becoming more bulk 


conscious now," Eastman said, 
noting that extra material 
shipped 
in is now being 


distributed to other firms over 
Southwestern 
M i c h i g a n . 


Eastman termed this trend 
vital in making the port useful 
to the entire region. 


The Ii23,978 Ions brought in 


during 1971 compares to 532,800 
tons unloaded in 1970. 


The 1971 report on port ac- 


tivities was released by Joe K. 
Carver, port chairman, and 
was compiled by H.C. Primley, 
harbor master. 


While 
construction 
and 


petroleum tonnage soared, 
a sharp decline in Michigan 
commercial fishing continued 
to be fell here. Three fishing 
boats operating out of the port 
brought in a total of 59 tons. 


This compares to 211 tons in 
1970. The 1971 low is exceeded 
only by the 1962 catch that 
totaled only 57 Ions. 


The fishing boats and their 


owners locally, are the James 
E., Schultz fisheries, which 
netted 35 tons last year; the 
Faith II, Mollhagen fisheries, 
23'., tons; and Ihe Shirley I), 
Paul Bogineske, :'i of a ton. 


Slate 
restrictions 
against 


commercial perch 
catches 


were cited as a reason for the 
slump. 


The percentage decline in 


fishing tonnage between 1970 
and 1971 is reported to lie 72.4. 
while Ihe percentage increase 
in commercial cargo over the 
same period is 17.1 per cent. 


The 
following commercial 


cargoes for 1971: 


Ireland & Lester, (sand and 


gravel for construction), and 
salt. Hcargnes for 120.000 Ions; 
lloran Kcdi-Mix Co., aggregate 
and sail. 2:1 cargoes. 212,682 
lotis; Huron Portland Cement 
Co., 30 cargoes. 1:14,2:12 tons; 
Consumer A s p li a 1 t Co., 
limestone, 9 cargoes. 
76,(iOn 


Ions; and Cities Service Oil Co., 


petroleum, 
2'! 


80,159 Ions. 


cargoes, 


Comparable figures for 1970 


were: 


Ireland & Lester, 9 cargoes, 


7>U07 Ions;lloran Kcdi-Mix, 16 
cargoes, 17I,:I25 tons; Huron 
Cement. :l! cargoes, 109,515 
tons; 
Consumer Asphalt, 
4 


cargoes, :if>.!)84 Inns; and Cities 
Service. Ill cargoes, 80,696 tons. 


Teen Drowns While 
Swimming At 4Y' 


Death Is Ruled Accidential 


A 19-year-old Benton Harbor 


high school junior drowned 
shortly before noon Monday in 


UUANECHAXK 
Drowns In Pool 


Crystal Springs 
Asks Removal 
Of Decorations 


Persons wishing to save 


winter decorations now on 
graves at Crystal Springs 
cemetery, Benton Harbor, 
should remove 
them 
before 


Monday, April 3, according to 
Larry 
Roberts, 
cemetery 


superintendent. 


Workmen will soon begin 


spring cleanup at the cemetery 
and decorations not removed 
will be destroyed. 


the YMCA pool while swim- 
ming with a physical education 
class. 


Dead is Duane Crane, son of 


Mr. and Mrs. Junior Bell, 371 
Butternut 
street,' 
Benton 


township. 


Dr. 
William 
Benner, 
a 


Uerrien 
county 
medical 


examiner ruled death was 
caused by accidental drowning. 
Dr. Benner said an autopsy 
produced 
no other findings 


than death by drowning. 


Crane was swimming with a 


high school physical education 
class. Two supervisors were on 
duty, but one said he 
left 


poolside for no more than 20 to 
30 seconds to call back some 
students who left for showers 
early. 


The 
supervisor 
and 


lifeguard, Roger Brower said 
he was on duty at the deep end 
and saw Crane swimming 
under water. Crane appeared 
all right. However, 
Brower 


said, when he returned to the 
pool Crane was on the bottom in 
about nine feet of water. 


Brower said he jumped into 


the water to get 
Crane and 


b e g a n 
m o u t h - l o - m o u t h 


resuscitation 
even 
before 


Crane was pulled out of the 
water. The victim at one time 
began to breathe, Brower said. 


Crane was taken to Mercy 


hospital 
where 
he 
was 


pronounced dead at 12:26 p.m. 


Brower, 19, is an Andrews 


university student 
employed 


part time by Ihe YMCA as a 
lifeguard. On duly at 
the 


shallow end of the pool was 
Max 
Hill, 24, a substitute 


physical education teacher at 
the high school. 


No Quorum, So SJ 
Meeting Canceled 


The regular weekly meeting of the St. Joseph city 


commission was canceled Monday night owing to lack of a 
quorum. 


Only one of five commissioners, Mayor Pro-tern C. A. 


Tobias, was available for Ihe meeling. Others were 
vacationing or on business trips. 


Items on the agenda will be rescheduled for next 


Monday night, City Manager Leland Hill said. 


Brower said Crane was 


considered a good swimmer, 
who never tended to panic. 
Brower added thai Crane liked 
to hold his breath under water 
and 
may have gotten into 


difficulty by swimming under 
water too long. 


Lloyd Sanborn, executive 


director of the 
YMCA on 


Michigan 
street, 
Benton 


Harbor, said rescue 
efforts 


were joined by Charles Gordon, 
substitute director of the 'Y' 
health club, who applied heart 
massage. Action Ambulance 
p e r s o n n e l 
c o n t i n u e d 


resuscitation work enroute to 
the hospital and after arrival. 


Herbert Quade, chairman of 


the 
physical 
education 


department at the high school, 
termed Ihis class a regular 


(See hack page, sec. 1, col 8) 
Karan 
Resigns 
BH Post 


Dr. John P. Karan, 43, 


assistant 
superintendent 
for 


educational services at Benton 
Harbor 
Area 
Schools, 
is 


resigning effective June 30 to 
become superintendent at 
Ogdcnsburg in upper New York 
stale. 


Dr. Karan has held the 


e d u c a t i o n a l 
a s s i s t a n t 


superintendency at Benton 
Harbor since Sept. 2, 1969. His 
resignation from a contract 
expiring in 1973 was offered in a 
March 
17 letter to Supt. 


Raymond M. Sreboth. 


After consulting with 
the 


board of education, Srebolh 
accepted 
the 
resignation. 


Ogdensburg is a community of 
16,000 and the school district 
has a population of 3,500. 


Dr. Karan and his wife have 


two children. They live at 138 
Windsor road, St. 
Joseph 


township. Dr. Karan came here 
after 10 years as coordinator of 
elementary education in the 
Lockport, N.Y., school system 
and earlier was an assistant 
elementary 
principal 
at 


Williamsville, N.Y. 


FUTILE TRIP: Ambulance wheels away from Twin City YMCA 
enroute to Mercy hospital with Duane Crane, 19, Benton Harbor high 
school junior, who drowned during physical education class in "Y" pool. 


Life guard Roger Brower, who attempted to revive Crane with mouth- 
to-mouth resuscitation stands between passerby (left) and William 
Larson, attendant at "Y." (Staff photo) 


Permanency Depends On Pickets 


Wolfs Super Market Reopens 


Wolf's super market at 449 


Pipeston? 
street, 
Benton 


Harbor, was to be reopened 
today for the first time since 
last Dec. 22, when 'proprietor 
George Wolf closed the store 
because 
of 
labor 
union 


problems. 


Wolf 
announced plans 
to 


reopen during last 
night's 


Benton Harbor city 
com- 


mission session. Whether the 
opening 
is 
permanent, 


however, remains to be seen. 


Wolf 
told 
this 
newspaper 


after his formal announcement 
that he could not stay open if 
pickets harass and intimidate 
customers. He said it was the 
action of pickets that led to 
closing the store three months 
ago. 


The store will operate from 9 


a.m. to 7 p.m. six days a week 
and will begin with eight em- 
ployes. None of these was on 


BUS SCHEDULE 
Catholic School's 
Vacation Dates Told 


Spring vacation for Lake Michigan Catholic schools extends 


from March 27 through Monday, April 3. 


School officials, however, reminded those pupils riding St. 


Joseph Public school buses that St. Joseph schools' spring 
vacation extends from April 3 through April 7 and no buses will 
be running during that lime. Lake Michigan Catholic pupils 
will have to provide their own transportation, during the April 
4-7 period. 


The Ijike Michigan Catholic buses including Ihe shuttle 


buses and the Benlon Harbor Public school buses will be in 
operation when school resumes April 4. 


picket lines, Wolf said. He also 
said that if other former em- 
ployes who were on picket lines 
want to work, he will welcome 
them. 


All merchandise that was in 


Ihe slore was disposed of im- 
mediately after the closing, 
and Hie store has just been 
restocked, Wolf said. 


No further talks have oc- 


curred between Wolf and the 
employes 
who voted 
last 


November to join (he Retail 
Slore Employes Local 3S. Wolf 
said the union sought a union 
shop, which means that anyone 
going to work there must join 
the union by Ihe end of 30 days. 
He said he could nol ac- 
commodate this because of 
students used for part time 
help. 


The store formerly employed 


between 20and28persons, Wolf 
said. 


Wolf said his closing was Ihe 


result of a court order by 
Borricn Circuit Judge Julian 
Hughes. 
who 
permitted 


strikers the right lo picket the 
market with up to 20 persons. 
Wolf said union leaders ob- 
tained anyone they could find. 


including children. 


The 
reopening 
an- 


nouncement 
climaxed 
a 


meeting between Wolf and City 
Commissioner 
Daniel Chap- 


man, who sought to learn the 


status of (he business. Chap- 
man 
acted 
in 
behalf 
of 


residents who inquired into the 
matter. Chapman is Third 
Ward commissioner and the 
store is in the Third Ward. 


BHEA Turns Down Reconsider Motion 


No-Strike Decision Stands 


Members of the Benfon 


Harbor Education association 
(BHEA) last night turned down 
a motion to reconsider a no 
strike decision made March 6. 


The molion to reconsider was 


defeated by a count of 135 to 45. 


If the motion to reconsider, 


had passed, a motion to accept 
the contract being offered by 
the board of education or strike 
now was anticipated. Such a 
motion, 
however, 
never 


reached the floor during the 
special meeting at senior high. 


The March 6 vote nol to strike 


this school year also contained 
a provision that leachers would 


not return to work next fall 
without a ratified contract. 
(Teachers 
currently 
are 


working under extension of the 
old contract that expired last 
Aug. 15.) 


An apparent factor in defeat 


of lasl night's molion on 
reconsideration was a feeling 
by a significant number of 
teachers that action would be 
lakcn to implement a "Planned 
Program for Negotiating an 
Equitable 
Settlement." 


However, Mrs. Mary Jackson, 
BHEA president, ruled that a 
motion to endorse Ihe planned 
program was out of order at 


that time. 


A motion was then made lo 


over-rule 
Mrs. 
Jackson's 


decision, but failed to receive a 
required Iwo - thirds majority. 
Ironically a significant number 
of Ihose present walked out 
prior to the motion to overrule 
Mrs. Jackson and when the 
molion failed the meeting was 
adjourned to the dismay of 
those backing the planned 
program. 


The planned program, which 


was distributed to teachers in 
the system, apparently without 
the knowledge of the BHEA 
executive board, called for the 


following action to be taken: 


For the BHEA to run a series 


of 
advertisements 
in 


newspapers and on radio ex- 
plaining their side of the 
contract 
dispute; to form a 


political action 
committee 


within Ihe BHEA seeking the 
replacement of school board 
members and to make com- 
munity contacts 
on their 


behalf; to establish a BHEA 
"Hotline" to answer questions 
from citizens concerning 
the 


issues of the contract dispute; 
to set up pickets during non- 
teaching 
hours 
at 
the 


Administrative building and to 


hire a "top-notch, outside, 
professional negotiator lo be 
retained on behalf of the 
BHEA, with the understanding 
Dial the association will sup- 
port his 
recommendations." 


It was learned that, several 


of these ideas had already been 
passed at a prior meeting of the 
BHEA, but noUiing had been 
done to implement them. 


Sheets were passed oul at 


last night's meeting, however, 
seeking members lo sign-up for 
various duties to help Iheir 
public relations plan. 


Duties needed to be per- 


formed, according to the sheets 


that were passed out were: 


1. Answering the BHEA 


"Hotline" phone. 


2. 
Record 
spot 
ad- 


verlisements for radio. 


3. Establish a regular writing 


and phoning communication lo 
news media. 


4. Distribute literature in (he 


form of brochures and hand- 
bills to the public. 


5. Distribute communication 


bulletins throughout 
the 


buildings in the school system. 


6. Pickets needed during non- 


working hours at Ihe ad- 
ministration building only. 


BH Board 
Tells Its 
Position 


The Benton Harbor board of 


education issued 
a public 


statement this morning giving 
its position in the contract 
dispute with the Benlon Harbor 
Education association. 


According to the statement, 


the board's final offer to the 
teachers' bargaining team on 
Feb. 21 agreed to acceptance of 
Ihe state fact-finder's report, 
"except for rclroaclivity". A 
spokesmanlndicated the board 
offer will make conlracl terms 
effective upon signing, and that 
Ihe fact-finder 
proposes the 


terms be retroactive lo the 
start of the school year. 


The board has agreed to the 


base salary of $7,650 for a 
beginning teacher and 
full 


family health insurance wilh no 
options for the current year 
with a maximum of $48 per 
month for the coverage. 


It also has 
agreed lo a 


starting base of $7,975 for the 
1972-73 year. It also would 
provide one-half hour planning 
time weekly for elementary 
teachers, and a maximum of 
$50 a month in full famiy in- 
surance coverage. 


The board indicated the 


slatemcnt was issued in order 
to dispel rumors about its 
position in the negotiations. 


HOTEL PLANMCI) 


DKAKBOKN, Mich. (AP) — 


A 600-room high-rise hotel will 
be buill here by Ihe Kortl Motor 
Land Development Corp. in 
late 1974 and leased lo Hyatt 
Corp. of Burlingamo, Calif., 
according 
lo a joint 
an- 


nouncement Monday. 


FRANK PASTUICK 


Pastrick 
Is Sales 
Manager 


Promotion of frank Pastrick 


to sales manager of Ned Gates 
Chevrolet, Inc., was announced 
today by Ned Gates, president 
of the agency at 
300 West 


Britain avenue, Benton Har- 
bor. 


Pastrick has been with the 


dealership 
in 
various 


capacities since August, 1969. 
His most recenl position was 
truck sales manager when he 
was responsible (or increasing 
new [ruck sales 64 per cent over 
the previous year. 


Pastrick 
will 
now 
be 


responsible for new car sales as 
well as new truck sales. 
Richard Gales, who has been 
new 
car sales manager, 


becomes general manager of 
the firm. 


Richard Gates and Pastrick 


will be installed into the 
Chevrolet Society of Sales 
Executives in recognition of 
sale accomplishments in new 
trucks and new cars for 1S71, 
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Physicians 
Considering 
Construction 


Professional 
Building 


In South Haven 


CRAM COURSE: Mrs. Pal VanOrder (left) is busy these days taking shooting lessons 
from Janice Lovejoy, member of the Allegan county prosecutor's staff. Mrs. VanOrder 
was picked to play title role in Allegan Community Players' March 24-25 production of 
"Annie Get Your Gun" without "knowing a gun stock from a hole in the ground." Script 
also requires her to ride onstage atop a motorcycle, "and I'm even less confident about 
that bit," she confides. (Armstrong photo) 


ByTOMKENNKK 


South Haven Correspondent 
SOUTH HAVEN — A group 


of local physicians is con- 
sidering the construction of a 
professional 
building that 


would be located near South 
Haven Community hospital and 
would be designed 
to sup- 


plement existing out-patient 
services provided by the 
hospital. 
• 


Dr. 
David 
Fenske, 
the 


medical staff's representative 
to the hospital board, told the 
governing body at its regular 
monthly meeting last night that 
plans are in the preliminary 
stages. 


He said the building would be 


located near the hospital, 
perhaps even on property 
owned 
by 
the 
hospital 


authority. 


The doctor said that the 


hospital, like many others 
across the nation, is ex- 


• periencing an increase in out- 


patient cases and a reduction in 
in-patient cases. 


Proposed Bill Would 
OK Amish 'Drop-Out' 


Statistics for the first eight 


months of the fiscal year show 
that the number of in-patients 
has reduced from 8,137 in 1971 
to 6,857 in 1972. During the 
same' period the number of 
outpatients has increased from 
13,247 to 14,826. 


Dr. Fenske said that a 


professional building close to 
the hospital vvoul'd serve as an 
inducement when recruiting 
new doctors to the community. 


Details of the building and 


financing 
have 
not 
been 


determined, 
but it is an- 


ticipated that Ihe structure 
would be financed by private 
money. The only hospital in- 
volvement might be a long- 
term lease on the land. 


Board 
Chairman 
Edwin 


Appleyard reported that a 
nursing care study committee 
had concluded that the South 
Haven area would have a 
difficult time qualifying 
for 


federal funds to build a long- 
term care unit. Appleyard 
reported that a survey has 
shown little need for such a 
facility. 


The board approved creation 


of a memorial fund which will 
receive 
all 
undesignated 


donations. The interest accrued 
by,the fund would be used for 
equipment purchases. It was 
reported that a memorial fund 
created in memory of the late 
Glenn 
Wertenberger, 
a 


longtime member of the board, 
has reached $700. The fund will 
be used to purchase equipment 
for the hospital's intensive care 
unit. 


SIGN OF THE TIMES: William Behr (right), commander of the New Buffalo 
American Legion post, turns over deed of Legion property in Evergreen Park sub- 
division to New Buffalo Lions club President Robert Nyslrom in exchange for $1. With 
membership down to 32 from 288 a few years ago, the post is disbanding. Lack of in- 
terest among younger war veterans is cited as a cause. Lions members will tear down 
the Legion hall, now termed a safety hazard by state fire marshal, and retain property 
for future use as yet undetermined. (Don Wehner photo) 


Schooling Could End After 8th Grade 
Redraws 


LANSING, Mich. (AP) - 


Two state senators from south- 
western 
Michigan have 
in- 


troduced legislation that would 
allow Amish children to drop 
out of school after the eighth 
grade, or when they are about 
14 years old. 


Michigan 
law 
demands 


school attendance until a child 
reaches 16 years of age, or 
generally are high school 
sophomores. 


"I'd just as soon exempt 


them from all public or ap- 
proved private education, but 
that would never get through 
the legislature,"said Sen. Gary 
Byker, R-Hudsonville, one of 


the bill's main sponsors. 


The Amish are a fundamen- 


talist religious sect. They have 
clashed with officials in several 
states in their battle to teach 
[heir children at home or in 
small rural Amish-run schools. 


The bill, introduced Monday 


by Byker and Sen. Charles 
Zollar, 
R-Benton 
Harbor, 


stems from the case of two 
Amish men fined$16 last month 
for keeping their two 15-year- 
old children home from Cen- 
terville High School. 


In sentencing the two fathers, 


District Judge James C. Carr 
said, "1 personally feel an 


Captain 
Gets Star 


DOWAGIAC 
U.S. Air 


Force Captain Thomas F. 
Laszynski, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Pe(er Laszynski, of 211 Lester 
avenue, Dowagiac, has been 
awarded the Bronze Star medal 
for service in Viclnam. 


Laszynski served in Vietnam 


from Aug. 19, 1971, to Aug. 31. 
1971, and was stationed at Tan 
Son Nhutairbase. He was cited 
for outstanding service in 
support of combat operalions 
as a communications officer 
with 
the 
Defense 
Com- 


munications Agency. 


Laszynski is a 1959 graduate 


THOMAS F. I.AS'/.Y NSKI 


of Dowagiac high school and 
received degrees from iipnton 
Harbor community college and 
Western Michigan university. 
He is now serving with the Air 
Force Logistics command, 
Tinkerairbase. Okla. 


education is important. You 
apparently do not. Your people 
aren't required to serve this 
country in time of war because 
of religious conviction, so I 
think this state legislature 
should change this compulsory 
education." 


The proposed measure would 


exempt from ninth through 12th 
grade public education any 
child who has comple(ed the 
eigh(h grade "who is a member 
of a recognized religious sect 
and an adherent of established 
tenents or teachings of the sect 
by reason of which he is con- 
scientiously opposed" to fur- 
ther public education. 


Byker said he wants to in- 


clude exemptions for state- 
approved private schools as 
well. 


"These children are plenty 


proficient after eight grades," 
lie said. "The average 8th 
grade Amish does as.well as a 
10th grader in a public school." 


He said (ha! in the past the 


Amish were content to send 
their children to public schools, 
•"hut now the schools have 
become so monolithic and 
monocultural, the Amish feel 
constrained 
(o 
withdraw. 


Compeling an Amish parent to 
send his child to public high 
school." said Byker, who voted 
against (caching hir(h conlrol 
in schools, "is tantamount to 
sending him to Siberia." 


Zollar also introduced a 


measure to help stabilize the 
market prices for frui( and 


vegetable growers. 


The 
bill 
would 
force 


processors and purchasers to 
post current prices, including 
the date on which the prices are 
effective. 


Prices would be posted daily. 


New prices which are lower 
than previous prices would not 
apply to fruits and vegetables 
delivered before the new ones 
were posted. 


Farmers have complained 


that market prices fluctuate 
many times at the whims of the 
buyers. 


Farmers have complained 


that they are at the mercy of 
buyers 
who 
accept 
the 


perishable 
fruits 
and 


vegetables and then later set 
prices. 


Boundaries 


KALAMAZOO.Mich. (AP) — 


The Kalamazoo Board of Edu- 
cation amended a 
proposal 


Monday night to change the 
high school boundaries to pro- 
vide more nearly equal educa- 
tion as well as racial, social and 
economic balance within the 
schools. 


Many citizens in attendance 


at the meeting said they fa- 
vored passage of the amend- 
ment. 


However, Duane Roberts, di- 


rector of the NAACP here, said 
the move only treats the symp- 
toms of the problem of racial 
inequality and doesn't get to 
the root of the problem. 


Dinner To Benefit 
Kidney Recipient 


*** 
*** 


Lakes Bowl On Saturday 


SISTER LAKES — A 


benefit dinner for Gaar 
Decker, the recipient of a 
kidney 
transplant 
last 


November, is planned for 
Saturday by community 
groups 
in Keeler 
and 


Hartford. 


Led 
by 
Ihe 
Keeler 


Mother's 
club, 
the 


organizations will sponsor 
Ihe chicken dinner at the 
Lakes Bowl in Sister Lakes 
from S to 9 p.m. 


Decker, 24, of Sister 


Lakes received a kidney 
from his mother, Florence 
Decker, 51. They both have 
recuperated 
and 
arc 


working in Ihe family's 
parly store here. Gaar still 
makes weekly 
visits to 


Borgess hospital where the 
transplant operation took 
place. He had been treated 
for five years for kidney 
(rouble. 


Mrs. 
Delores Kietner is 


chairman of (he project; 
co-chairman 
is 
Mrs. 


Beverly Wendzel; dinner 
chairman, Mrs. Rose 
Redding; publicity, Mrs. 
Nancy Hollomnn and ticket 
chairman, Mrs. 
Everett 


Burnette. 


Tickets may be pur- 


chased at the Sister Lakes 
branch of Van Buren State 
hank or from Mrs Burnelle 
in Keeler. 


Donations arc $3.01) for 


adults 
and 
$1.50 
for 


children up to 12 years old. 


Rehabilitation Drive 


Past Three-Quarter Mark 


BE'RRIEN SPRINGS - 


The fund drive to build a 
vocational 
rehabilitation 


center for handicapped 
adults is over the 78 per 
cent mark, according to a 
report 
compiled at a 


meeting of drive workers 


last night at the Bcrrien 
i n t e r m e d i a t e 
school 


headquarters. 


Mrs, 
John Burda of St., 


Joseph, president of the 
Berrier County Association 
for Retarded Children, 


announced lhat $7'.),550 is 
on hand toward the goal of 
5101,500. 


The drive's goal is the 


local matching share for a 
proposed $236,000 center 
proposed [o be built here. 


FENNVILLE MUSHROOM FACTORY: Construction of the Campbell 
under way sometime this fall. The 280-acre site is located east of 62nd 


Soup mushroom growing plant southwest of Fennville is on schedule, 
streetandsouthof countyroadllG in Ganges township. Costof the plant 


with about 70 per cent of the structural work now complete, according to 
is expected to run in excess of $1 million. (Aerial photo by Adolph Harm) 


a company spokesman. Work is expected to be complete and production 


